Mature nd Propert | 
| OF A 


Chriſtian APOLOGY 


FOR 


RELIGIO N, 


Explain'd and Recommended in A 


SERMON 


Northampton, "Hei 26, 4 721. 


AI HEHE 


VISITATION 


Of the REVEREND 


Mr. Nea CUMBERLAND, 
Arch-Deacon of NORTHAMPTON, 


Rector of CREEKIN Northampton: ſbire, and late 
Fellow of St, John Baptiſt's College 1 in OxFORD. 


hit at the Deſire of the Reverend the C L E R GY Y. 


e 
LOND 0 N, 


Pate -nofter-Row. M DCC XXI. 
Price 4 4. | 


7 


JOHN GILLMAN, b. B. 


Pinted And Sold by IT. Bickerton at the Crown in 


— g ˙˙ 


— — —ũ— —— Oey" 9 
e 9 22 


whe Arn 


Ce — — — 


2 


W 
0 


8 end mo er I 


1 PET. Chap. iii. latter part of Ver 5. 


ze ready always to give an ANSWER 10 
every Man that asks Tou a reaſon of the 
Hope that is in Jou, mth MEEKNESS 
and FEAR. 


Or, according to the more Emphatical 


Reading of the Alexandrian and ſeveral 
other Copies, with the Adver/ative 
Particle inſerted before the Direction, 
AL Wi Tpaumires % Oles, but with 
MEzxNEss and FEAR. : 


MH Coherence and Meaning of the 
DIES Ctice of the vertues before recom- 
| mended, from the Eighth to the 
nn Fourtecath Verſe of this Chapter, 

ſuch as Unanimity in Religions Principles, 


adorn'd with a meek, quiet, peaceable, courte- 


ous and charitable Converſation, ſhould not, 
| "> 2 through 


Words is plainly this: If the Pra- 


| through the Perverſeneſs of Men, preſerve the 


were in a State of Perſecution, 


[4] 


Chriſtian Converts from the Rage and Malie 
of their Perſecutors, as might reaſonably be 
expected, but, notwithſtanding ſuch a cautious 
and inoffenſive Behaviour, they ſhould ſomed 
times be expos'd to Suffering for the ſake of the 
Goſpel, they ought to look upon it as their 
Happineſs, and not be diſcourag'd at the wor 
that could befall them; but Sanctify the Lord 
God in their Hearts, by fearing his Diſpleaſure, 
more than any thing that Man cou'd do to 
them; and rely ing upon his gracious Promiſes 
of affording them Support or Deliverance, and 
of pouring Vengeance on their Oppreſſors. 
And therefore they need not at any time fear 
or ſcruple to confeſs the Chriitian Faith, but t. 
be ever ready to give an Account of it, by way 
of DEFENCE Or AroroGgy, to the Magi. 
ſtrates, or Others, that Queſtion'd them upon 
that Head. Only They muſt be careful to do 
this in a diſcreet and proper Manner: With 
MEexxNEess and FEAR; in a Conſcientious 
Regard of God and Man. 

Excellent and Seaſonable this Advice, be- 
coming the Threefol4 Character of an Apoſtle, 
Confeſſor, and Martyr, 

But it will be Invidious and Ungrateful, at 
this time, to conſider it in the ſame View, 
wherein Ft. Peter firſt deliver'd it to thoſe who 


I ſhall therefore accommodate it to the De. 
ſign of our Preſent Meeting, by abſtracting it 
from that particular Occaſion. 


e And 


[5] 1 
And the Words, taken independently ſrom 
he Context, offer Two Heads very proper to be 
vafider*d : pas 

Firſt, A Duty or Precept. 
Secondly, A Caution, or Direct ion, about it. 
The Duty requir'd is, An Habitual Preparation, 
r Readineſs, to Anſwer for, to explain and vin- 
rate, the Religion we profeſs. 

The Caution, or Direction, ſhows the Manner 
y it is to be Perform'd: With a 'Temper be- 


to ming the Spirit of Chriſtianity : With MeRXK- 
ſes rs, Modeſty, and Calmneſs towards Man; 
nd ih Humility, Reverence, and FEAR, as be- 


re God. BEES 
The Diſtin& Conſideration of Each of T heſe 
rticulars will produce the Two Branches of 


ay: Enſuing Diſcourſe. 

g- And a Brief Diſplay of the Reaſonableneſs, 
on and Obligation of the Duty, under the 
do reſaid Regulations, ſhall make the Application. 


Io Begin with the Firſt Particular, contain'd 
the Former Part of the Text; Be ready al- 
js bös 'AmoNoyian, to ANSWER, Or AOL O- 
8E, for, and Vindicate, your Hope, that is, 
ur Religion and Faith: I am to Confider the 
ture and Extent of This Dat); wherein it Con- 


at and whom it Concerns. 
W. This will be found, upon a very little Re- 
yho ion, to be a large and comprehenſive Duty, 


luppoſing the Endowment of ſeveral Divine 
ces, and including the joint Exerciſe of 
ny Vertues. 25 
vp Know- 


e | 
1 Knowledge, Faith, Zeal and Exemplary pili 
ety are its conſtituent Principles, ſuch as mul 
neceſſarily concur in Him that is unexceptio 
ably Ready and Provided to Anſwer for, to By 
plain and V indicate his Religion. 
But, not to launch into a Diſcourſe upo 
Each or Any of theſe Vertues, and their n 
ſpective Conduciveneſs to the Perfection 
this Daty; I ſhall only point at thoſe Partie 
lars the Duty directly Implies, ſuch as plain 
ſet forth its Nature, and fully take in its u 
moſt Compaſs. 77 
Now a Conſtant Readineſs to Plead for ar 
Defend the Goſpel includes the following P; 
ticulars, „„ 
Firſt, A Perfect Knowledge and Under ſtandi 
of the Grounds and Principles of Chriſtianity, 
By which I mean not only thoſe Gener 
Eſſential and Important Truths, that compr 
the whole Subſtance of the Chriſtian DeQrii 
that are the Source and Fountain of all the! 
culiar Rules and Precepts of the ſaid Inſtit 
on, and that influence the whole Tenour 
Life and Practice; ſuch as are the Doctring 
the Secord Covenant made by God in ſe 
Chriſt the Mediator, and the Means of Gi 
therein appointed: Bur alſo under this Exp 
_ -fioa I comprehend the Grounds and Found: 
| on of the Truth and Certainty of this Religt 
l thoſe External. Proofs, upon which it Was 
1 firſt Eſtabliſn'd, whereby it work'd upon 
Belief of the moſt ſcrupulous Enquirers, .. 


fy'd their Reaſon, and challeng'd their Fal 
| | mM 


\ 


1 


me its ſtedfaſt Vot aries, and has ſince tri- 
mph'd over all Oppoſition. 

By Attending to Theſe Grounds, a Chriſtian 
nows Why, and by Reflecting on the Other, 
ſhat it is, He Believes, By Theſe He is aſſur' 
ut it is a Faithful Saying, and by Thoſe that 


I tis Worthy of aff Acceptation; And by Both it 
tel diſtinguiſh'd from an Irrational and Blind 
ain Both therefore are undoubtedly prere- 
zu ite to a Defence of the Faith. Ns 


How unqualify'd is He to enter the Liſt of 
pute, and engage in the Defence of his Re- 
gon, who takes it upon truſt, never examines 
Ito the Grounds and Motives of its Credibili- 


vetrine; what Privileges it beſtows, or what 


"I Pligations it induces; What it propoſes to, 
oprii rguires of, Him. Such a weak Advocate 
crit ut expect to loſe his Honour, as well as his 
the! w/e : And indeed deſervedly forfeits the For- 
tit for venturing when Unfit to defend the 


tex. 


our 5 
Iein but, leaving the Principles of the Doctrine of 
in le hit, let us go on to Perfection, [Heb. 6. 14 
f Gr" advance to the Conſideration of the next 


nicular imply'd in a Conſtant Readineſs to 
tend the Goſpel. 
Now, belides the Knowledge of the Firſt 


Id of the Duties reſulting from them; a clear 
Perfect Apprchenſion of the Nature, Me- 
EA _ thod, 


ade an infinite Number of Adverſaries be- 


; never enquires into the Nature of its 


Inciples of the Oracles of God, [Heb. 5 12.] 
diſtin Underſtanding of their Tendency, 
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[8] 
thod, and Order of the Chriſtian Oeconom is fy 
ther requir'd in a Defence of this Inſtitution : 

The Duty Implying | 
, Secondly, 4 Comprehenſive View of the who 
Scheme and Deſign of Religion ; the Harmony an 
Oraer of its Parts, and their Conſiſtence with t 
. 

Chriſtianity is a Myſterious Contrivanc 
full of Wiſdom and Love, and is a Complicat 
on of Noble and Divine Truths, fitted to di 

play the Glory of the Divine Attributes. B 

the Revelation of Theſe Truths, and of I 

Glory is made to ſuch only as contempla 
them with Reverence and Attention. 
Theſe, and Theſe only, behold the beau 
ous Order of God's Qeconomy in Man's Sale 
tion, and diſcover the Graciouſneſs and W 
dom of every Step in that Proceedure. For 
the Negligent and Profane all appear perplex 
diſorder'd, and confus'd; and yet the Diford 
is in themſelves only, not in the Sacred Page 
where the Nature, End, Author, Means, | 
thod, Inſtrument and Effeds of Man's Reden 
tion are all clearly, diſtinctly and unifort 

expreſs'd and taught. Not indeed int 
exact Syſtematic Order that Human Art 
quires; but diſpers'd here and there, mi 
with other Matters, and with a Native 8 
plicity deliver'd, as Occaſion ſerves. v0! 
times Hiſtorically related; ſometimes couqnd: 
in a Parable, or involv'd in a ye; ſome etu 
myſteriouſly fignify*d in a Prophecy, or imp T 
in a Figure; elſewhere expreſs'd in the Filho 
neſs of a Precept or a Doctrine. 


LT 

The Ranging all which into their Natural 
yer, and reducing them to the aforeſaid 
ds, opens to the Mind of every Serious Ob. 
ver a thorough ProſpeR of the wiſe Conduct 
Providence in the whole courſe of his Sal- 
ation; and preſents to View a better and 
nore conſiſtent Syſtem of Truth and Know- 
kdoe, more agreeable to Reaſon, and ſuited 
the Improvement of his Izrelefuals and 


is fy 
On: 


e who 
2) an 
tth t 


1Vanc 
plicat 


to di als, than was ever taught in the Schools of 
. BH ne or Athens. 

f Ti But the Framing ſuch a clear and regular 
mplaß dene, the Delineating ſuch an exact Draught 


Religion, and Forming ſuch a true, full pro- 


beau ortion'd Body of Divinit) immediately from 
s Sali be Scriptures, from whence only it can be com- 
ad Mee, is a Work of Labour and Pains, of much 
For dy and Great Judgment; of a Mind that 
erple leditates, and Feeds upon, and Digelts the 
Dor Vord of God aright. 3 
1 page And doubtleſs One Reaſon, among many 
ans, Mtbers, that may be aſſign'd for that ſeeming 
\ eden eglect of Order, and that Inartificial Man- 
miforger, in which the Scriptures are written, is 


in t 


Art Wn of the Readers in their Peruſal. And the 


e, M\lnany uſeful and freſh Diſcoveries, ſuch ſtudi- 
ive s Searchers conſtantly make in every repeat - 
. Solid Enquiry, are an ample Recompence for, 
couqad a new Encouragement to, the continued 


me W 
r imp 
the P 


Return of their Labours. 

Theſe aſſiduous and thoughtful Readers, 
Who are daily comparing Spiritual Things with 
B Spiritual, 


dengape the greater Diligence and Attenti- 
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| - [161] 
Spiritual, [1 Cor. 2. 13.] have a lively 23 
compleat Idea of the whole Series and Co 
texture of Religion always preſent in thej 
Minds; and ſee a much nobler and fre« 
Draught of it, more expreſſive of its Nati 
Majeſty and Beauty, more worthy of its D 
vine Author, and of Man's Accepration, an 
laid down in better Order in the plain artle 
Tables of the Scripture, than in the moſt exat 
Methodical Syſtems of Human Contrivance 
Which, notwithſtanding all their Art, diſc, 
ver after all the Contracting narrow Principle 
of their ſeveral Compilers. 5 
But, ſince All have not a ſufficient Reach 
Underſtanding to glance through at once th 
ſeveral Concordant Parts of Scripture, as the 
lie there diſpers'd, nor Judgment and Ski 
enough to draw them together into one Poi 
of View, exhibiting the whole Plan and Ord: 

I Scheme of Chriſtianity, The Church has wik 
ly drawn up, after the Primitive Pattern, wit 
great Judgment and Care, a Short Summary i 
Religion, clearly ſetting forth the Sabject, Ni 
tare and Scope of it, to convey to the Uni 
form'd Mind true and diſtinct Ideas of Chr 
ſtianity. _ 

And herein (as in all Her other Uſages) ff 
copies after the Apoſtles Example, who leem t 
have ſet the Pattern of this Method of Inſtiti 
tion, by delivering only ſome plain Ruaiment 
of Doctrine at firſt to their new Diſcipi'i 
which They afterwards enlarg'd in their 78 
fſeles and Converſation, as They grew 5 A 

Mea/ul © 


1 : 


mW oſure of the Stature of the Fulneſs of Chriſt. 
eb. 4. 13. What elſe can St. Paul mean 
ne] j ets Expreſſions ? Tums Nis tis U napeds- 
[Con That Form of Doctrine which was deliver 'd 
1 u Rom. 6. 17. J and his YmmTuTmOs ·’οονν˖ꝛtau 


mn. The Form of Sound Words,[2 Tim. 1. 13.] 
hraſes that ſeem to intimate ſome certain 
yang ht of Religion. 5 
And, ſince theſe little Formalaries conſiſted 
lnterrogatories and Anſwers, the Text is alſo 
bought to have ſome Alluſion to them, en- 
ning a Readineſs to Anſwer the Captious Eu- 
irer, as well as the Serious Iuſtructor. 


00 The Doctrines contained in them are plain- 
th 7 intimated in the Epiſtle to the Hebrews ; 

5 here Repent ance, Faith, Baptiſm, Confirmation, 
| | 


e Articles of a Reſurrection and a Future 


01 uugment [Heb. 6. 1, 2.] are reckon'd among 
i ke LI (or Firſt Elements) of Chet: 
A Ity taught to Babes. 7D 


But St. Oril's Eighteen Famous Diſcourſes 


* dthe Catechumens, and the Author of the Apb- 
. aal Conſtitutions [ Lib. 7. Cap. 39.] will ſur- 
he Iſh us with more diſtinct and explicit Schemes 


Ir their Inſtruction. —_ | 
do careful were the Firſt Chriſtians to make 


Z ; tir Diſciples comprehend the whole Scope 
14 id Deſign of their Religion, and fo wiſely did 


ley provide them with Helps for this Pur- 


the Text, which They, who ſo well under- 

vod its Meaning, ſaw plainly the Generality 

Fanted even upon this Account. x 
0 


ple, and conſequently to diſcharge the Duty 
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E 
To defend the Goſpel, is, to maintain itzpo 
rity, to aſſert its Truth, to baffle its Adyer 
ſaries, to explain its Doctrines, reconcile it 
ſeeming Differences, and ſolve innumerab 
Objections. But He, who is provided for:! 
this, muſt know the whole Myſtery of Goaline 
and be able to declare all the Counſel of Gi 
[AQs 20. 27.) Muſt comprehend the full De 
{ſign of Chriſtianity, and fee how every Pn 
conſpires to promote it: Muſt conſequent 
underſtand all that Religion enjoyns, the NA 
ture and Meaning of every Article, the Re: 
ſon and Latitude of every Duty: Mult {ee 
to the Malignity of Miſtake and Error, an 
its reſpective Influence on the Welfare of Re 
gion: Muſt know what corrupts its Simplic 
ty, what contradiQs its Sanctity, what final 
diſſolves its Authority. Muſt be both a G00 
Textaary, and a Good Caſuiſt. 
In ſhort, He muſt enlarge his View, a 
| ſurvey at once the whole Compaſs of Religiot 
Obſerve the Symmetry and Order and Depe 
dence of its Parts, ſee the full Portraiture ot 
in the ſame Dimenſions it appears in Scriptart 
which, rightly underſtood, 7s profitable 
Doctrine, for Reproof, for Correction, for | 
ſtruction in Righteouſneſs, that the Man of C 
may be perfect, throughly furniſhed unto all gt 
Works, [2 Tim, 3. 16.] 5 1 
But further, to make this Stock of Learn! 
and Knowledge uſeful to the Purpoſes 1nten 
ed, and to have it ready to be employ'd in 
Defence and Service of the Goſpel, cis red 
fite | Thicdl 


[13 


Thirdly Frequently to Reflect upon, and Re- 
* le often in the Mind the aforeſaid Trath © ad 
hem familiar to the Thoughts, | 

av To be Habitually Prepar'a, according to the 


aſures before laid down, is to be Habitaally 
wing. But an Habit of Knowledge, and uni- 


holly in the Dark as to rheir Nature,) con- 


s principally, if not ſolely, in Memory. And 
atis entirely depends upon the repeated Exer- 
Veof Meditation and Recollection. 


To have therefore an Habitual and Uſeful 
owledge of Religion, profitable to Our 
elves and Others, is to take heed to its Doctrine, 
continue in it, to meditate thereon, to be wholly 
1 [1 Tim. 4. 15, 16.] to give earneſt heed 
the things we have learnt, leſt at any time we let 


m ſip; (Heb. 2. 1.] 70 keep our Souls diligent- 


Deut. 4. 9, 23. to hide his Word within our 
Hearts, [Plal. 199. v. 11. ] that we may obſerve 


pe 154 is written therein; [ Joſh. 1. S.] and to 
of «ie his Teſtimonies our Delight and our Counſel- 
tur W's. [Plal. 119. 24.] 

; But, to make the aforeſaid Preparation be- 
Ine Effectual, and excite to an Engagement 
r the good Hzht of Faith, *tis neceſſary 
ge Fourthly, 1% have 2 conſtant Perſwaſion of the 


mportance, as well as Certainty, of Religion, to- 
[ther with a Reſolution to maintain it, both by Ar- 
zument and Example. OY 


nt 
<q Þoowledge, inſpires Zeal, and excites Cou- 
ird | 18 


rage; 


rally Every Other Habit, (if Philoſophy is not 


, leſt we forget the Covenant of the Lord our God; 


'Tis This alone that gives Life and Force to 
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Not to Be, and Not to be perſwaded of Bein 


L 14 ] 
rage; ?Tis This alone that unſeals the LI 
and looſens the Tongue of the Mighty and E 
quent in the Scriptures; and makes him |y 
boldly, even as he ought to ſpeak. [Eph. 6, 20 
And, indeed, the moſt Conſummate Knoy 
ledge, without this Zealous Perſwaſion, yi 
profit nothing in the preſent Caſe; ſince it w 
produce no ArOL OG for Religion: Thish 
ing the only Victory that overcomes the Wil 
and his Fears of it, even his Faith. [1 John 5,4 

Tis not the Certainty and Importance 
Things, but the Senſe of a Man's Mind cot 
cerning them, that influences his Behaviou 


is all One, in a Moral Account. ?Tis the $p 
Tit of a Man that muſt ſuſtain Him in all E 
counters, and that depends upon his Appt 
henſion. 5 
He muſt be affected with a deep an 
lively ſenſe of the Moment of the Cauſe He 
to Plead, and of the Obligation He is undert 
appear in its Defence; otherwiſe his unde 
ſtanding the true State of it, and his gre: 
Abilities to ſpeak Learnedly and Eloquenily 
its behalf; to diſplay its Worth and Excellenc 
and recommend it to the Eſteem and Appte 
bation of Others, will not prevail with himlc 
to become its Advocate and Patron, when Da 
gers ſurround Him, and Death comes forin t 
meet the Champion, and the Confeſſor is ſut 
to be made a Martyr. 
To be Ready therefore to give an Account 
and Anſwer for the Faith, is to have 4 Reaaint 


. 5 
Mind to do ſo; An Abiding Conviction of the 
ſity laid a pon Us, and of the Moe entaild, 
in any Exigence, We da not thus Preach, thus 
aufully Aſſert, the Goſpel : But that, if we do 
willingly, we have a Reward : If againſt our Wil, 
; Diſpenſation of the Goſpel is committed unto 


i Cor. 9. 16, 17.] 


10 Whether Religion be a Truth of ſuch Im- 
{tance and Certainty : Whether likewiſe 
W his Readzneſs to plead for it admits of no Pru- 


ntial Reſervedneſs and Concealment of our 
pinions: Whether it obliges to a Publick and 
pen Profeſſion of it in all Caſes; and allows 


1 no Declining Dangers by Caution and Si- 
Ee. 


'Tis enough to ſhew that the Practice of the 
ity in the Tex? neceſſarily implies ſuch a ge- 
ral Perſwaſion of its Importance. To im- 
ant which, I ſhall only urge the remem- 
ance of our Saviour's Threatning to Deny 
We before his Heavenly Father, who, through 

ame or Fear, Dezy Him before Men; [Matth. 


Ire 

lyi b 32, Luke 12, 8, 9.] and of the Example of 
nee Courage, and Conſtaney, and Patience of 
pd Primitive Martyrs, who were Jortur'd, not 
mieden Deliverance upon the baſe Terms of 
Da ouncing the Faith, and Denying their God. 
ch He which let me add, in the Cloſe hereof, the 
ſuerds of che Wiſe King Solomon, 1he Fear of 


in brings 4 Snare; [Prov. 29. 25.] and of the 
le, With the Heart Man believes unto Right. 
neſs, and with the Mouth Confeſſion is made un- 
dal vation. [Rom. 10. 10.] All 


[16]. 
All that remains for Me co ſpeak further yy, 
This Head, is to ſhew, Whom this Duty (th 
_ explain'd) belongs to, and Who are concerned 
the Execution of it. 
And the Reaſon and Nature of it {hew itt 
be of Univerſal Concernment : Not, indeed, 
that full extent of Perfection, wherein it h; 
been now Repreſented ; fince All are not her 
by requir'd (as Eſtius well obſerves) to | 
come Learned and Compleat Divines, throug 
ly vers'd in all the Controverſial Points of R 
- rh Neither are AZ oblig'd to commen 
Teachers, or Able to be ſo. Qua Scientia (f 
St. Auſtin) zoz pollent Fideles plurimi, quam 
polleant ipſa Fide plurimum. Aliud eſt enim ſa 
tant ummodo quid Homo credere debeat pro 
adipiſcendam vitam beatam : Aliud autem ſi 
que madmodum hoc ipſum et piis opituletur, et e 
tra impios defendatur. [Lib. 14. de Tri 
Cap. I.] 5 1 
All however, who zame the Name of Cin 
and profeſs His Doctrine, are bound, accor 
ing to their ſeveral Capacities, to defend 
Cauſe of their Religion. | | 
And there are certain plain and general Re 
ſons or Arguments of its Truth and Excelic 
cy obvious to the Meaneſt Underitand 
————g Such as the Early Predictions of 
in the Prophets: The Confirmation and Ali 
rance, at its Promulgation, by 1nnumerat 
Miracles of Jeſus Chriſt and his Apoſtles: J 
Sudden and Amazing Propagation of 
throughout the whole World; and its contt 
== 
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ged Preyalence ever ſince, in ſpite of all Op- 
ofition. ------ Add to this, The Tranſcend. 
it Holineſs and Excellence of its DoQtrines 
nd Precepts, enjoy ning the ſtricteſt Juitice, 
e greateſt Purity, and the moſt Extenſive 
harity. And as for the Myſteriouſneſs of ſome 
fits Articles, The Anſwer is at hand: Tis no 
onder there ſhould be ſome Tncomprehenſible 
articulars in Religion, when there are ſo ma- 
ly Inexplicable Myſteries in Nature. 

Theſe, and ſuch like, plain and ſolid Rea- 
us every Chriſtian is able to learn, and have 
| readineſs to Plead in Defence of his Profeſſion. 
ad thus far, at leaſt, All without Exception 
re Oblig'd, by Virtue of This Apoftolical 
ecePts 3 
But, in a much higher degree, doth it con- 
ern Us who are Separated for the Miniſtry, for 
te Perfeting of the Saints, for the Edifying of the 
þvaj of Chriſt, [Epheſ. 4. 12.] Whole Office it 
to be Guides and Inſtructors in the Faith: 
%, by the manifeſtation of the Truth, are to 
Mmmmend our Selves to every Man's Conſci- 
we in the Sight of God; [2 Cor. 4. 2.] Who 
re to Preach the Word, to be Inſtant in Seaſon, 
we out of Seaſon ; [2 Tim. 4. 2.] to Convert 
x Strengthen our Brethrea : [Luke 22. 32-3 
noſe Lips are to keep Kyonledge, and the Peo- 
pic to ſeek the Law at our Moaths : [Malac. 2. 7-] 
ho mult be able, by ſound Doctrine, both to 


H 6 | 
T wort and convince Gainſayers; [Tit. 1. 9.] and 
bring them over to the Faith: Who mult. 
ntl 


| «pt, and eee „ to Teach; 
| | Sachs in 


Manner of Performance oftentimes affecting t 


\ 


1 
in MEEXNESSs inſtrudting thoſe that ogy 
themſelves. [2 Tim. 2. 24, 25] 
Which brings me to 
The Second Branch of My Diſcourſe, con 
cerning the Regular Performance of the Dut 
preſcrib'd in theſe Words, 
With MEEKNESS and FEAR. 
The Former reſpected the Matter and Subſun 
of it; This the Manner and Circumſtance of Dt 
ing it. And 'tis not enough to Attend to t 
Former, without Obſerving the Latter. T 


very Eſſeace of Duty. And not only the Su 
ceſs, but the Vertue, the Piety, the whol 
Goodneſs of an Action is ſuſpended on the R 
ard Way of producing it. So that *tis of t 
igheſt Moment to be Nice and Scrupulous | 
Matters of Morality and Religion. 
To AroroGiss for Religion in a hierct 
violent and infolent Manner : To Plead for 
with Anger and Bitterneſs of Spirit; with Co 
tempt and Reproach of its Oppoſers : Or vier 
Vain- Glory and Pride of being Serviceable | di 
God : Or to Do it with Faint-Heartedneſs 2 
Fear of Man; with Diſimulation, with Diff. 
and Diffidence, is to confound Vertue and J. 
together, to turn a Duty into Sin, and mal 
our Good juſtly deſerve to be evil ſpoken ol. 
Religion mult be Defended in a way wort 
it ſelf, and cannot be Recommended by a 
other Temper, than what it inſpires. I. 
Spirit of Chriſtianity is a Spirit of Gentlenc 
and Mz EXNESS is its moſt Giffingwin 


„ 

brnament: And He, who engages in the Vin- 
cation of it with Heat and Fury, runs coun- 
er to Himſelf, defeats all his Arguments, and 
opes in vain to ſhew the Power and Excel- 
ence of that Religion, which has ſo little In- 
licence on Himſelf. gs | | 
So that the Honour and Intereſt of Religion 
re concern'd in the Qualifications of thoſe that 
ndertake its Defence. And God, who is ne- 
er wanting to provide for the Credit and Sup- 
ort of his own Inſtitution, has wiſely enjoin'd, 
athe Text, ſuch a Conduct, as cannot fail to 
commend a Good Cauſe to the Approbation 
fAl that Attend to it, when Stated and Ex- 
lain'd after ſo convincing a Manner, and is 
Pladed with equal Modeſty and Reſolution. 
for the FEAR of God inſpires true Bravery and 
ourage. | Ne 

And 'tis ſuch a Proper Temper and Diſpoſi- 
tion of Mind the Qualifications here preſcrib'd 


were delign'd to produce. : 

A Temper that pays due Regard to Two 
Different Objects, which every Ypologiſt oughit 
elpegjally to conſider. A Temper that ariſes 
from Worthy and AwfulApprehenſions of God, 
and a Due Senſe of Humane Nature, That Re- 
ferences the Divine Perfections; and conde- 
ſcends to the Infirmities of Man. That forms 
Every Addreſs in the Spirit of MrEKNESsS, 
and in the FEAR of God. Qualities that cer - 
tainly engage the Favour of Both; and are 
therefore only requir'd to Actend, becauſe they 
Aorn Every Chriſtian Aοi Gx. _ : 
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ſcription, and ſo endearing as to want no Ry 


having diſcarded the Furiouſneſs of Pride, the 


ner of Pleading engages a patient and a favou 


Hearing. Tis ſo Reaſonable an Inſtitution 
ſo worthy of its Divine Author, ſo ſuited te 


commends it ſelf to Every Man's Conſcience , ani 


3.04. 
a The Firſt Qualit) is WEEK NEPSSl. 
A Vertue ſo well known as to need no Des 


commendation. The Perſon inveſted with it 


Rancour of Malice, the Peeviſhneſs of Anger, 
the Perverſeneſs of Conceit, and every thing 
elſe that is diſagreeable and offenſive. 80 that, 
when Such a One turns an Advocate, His May 
rable Hearing. 

And Chriſtianity wants no more than a 4 


Man's Condition, and withal {ſupported by 
ſuch Powerful Arguments, and Clear Evidence 
that whoever Attends to them cannot fail but 
give a ready Aſſent. For, indeed, the Goſpel 


zf, after a bare Relation, it continues hid, ii. 
hid ouly to thoſe that are loſt, whoſe Minds the God 
of this World has blinded, leſt the Light of the Gio 
rioas Goſpel of Chriſt ſhould ſhine unto them 
[2 Cor. 4. 3, 4] To all Unprejudic'd Perſons 
"tis the Wiſdom and the Power of God unto Salva 
tion. [Rom. 1. 16. 1 Cor. 1. 18. 24.] 1 
And the Meek Perſon has the fewelt Prejudi 
ces co encounter, and is the beſt Able to fe- 
move them. For all that ariſe from the In 
judictouſnels of the Pleader, his Diſcretion pre- 
vents : And ſuch as are owing to Ignorance 0v 
Miſapprehenſion of the Caſe, his Prudent and 
Clear Stating of it immediately takes away n 
This the Holy Spirit, the Searcher of Hel 
—  forelav! 


1 * 1 


fav; and therefore committed the Defence 
the Goſpel more eſpecially to the Meek 
0 Prugdent. © 


nage in the Propoſal of his Cauſe. * 


firlt, He is in the likelieſt and fitteſt Tem er to 
abend it beſt Himſelf. F 


Secondly, 70 ſet it in 4 trwe Light, and pro: 
ft it the Doprobarion of Others. 


Theſe Propoſitions are Both of ſuch ſhining 
phtneſs and Evidence, that *tis needleſs to 


ii: upon their Illuftration before This Au- 


luce. 


don The Firſt: 

Tha ME EXNESs both Phyſically and Mo- 
hcontributes to the Pleader's owl better 
rmation ; as it engages Him to be Serious, 


Wiſdom from above. So that, upon his 


n Account, 'tis highly expedient He ſheuld 
Cloath'd With MEEKNESs, at that time 


uſe of God and Religion. 
and upon 


The Second 
wu'd briefly Remark, that 
Ile ality and Calm Reaſoner iS not only 


diſcretions 


For, indeed; ſuch a One has a Double Ad- 


[ſhall therefore content My Self to Obſerve 


collected, and Compos'd; and the Divine 
Irit to illuminate Him with a brighter Beam 


re eſpecially, when He is to Advocate the 


per being . Barriers. 46 the In- 
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diſcretions of Blind Zeal, and the Inadyert, 
cies of Haſte and Eagerneſs. 

For, indeed, Deliberation and Thoughtfu| 
are Qualities that enter in the very Notion 
MEkxkN ESS: And Calmneſs, Tngenuit, | 
Modeſty of Addreſs are its Eſſential Prom 
as well as its Pecaliar Ornament and Grace. 

Hence that Mighty Depth of Reaſon, ; 
Great Force of Perſwaſion, which ever acc 
panies the Meek Orator's Diſcourſe : But eſ 
cially when God and Religion are the No 
Subject. eee nay od 1 
Then His Doctrine drops as the Rain, | 
Speech diſtils as the Dew, as the ſmall Rain 1 
the tender Herb, and as the Showers upon theGr 
IDeut. 32. 2.] And He finds the Succels 
ſwerable to the ſweet Influences of thoſe H 
venly Vapours : The Word that goes out 
Mouth returns not to him void, but (thro 
the Divine Bleſſing) accompliſhes that which 
pleaſes, and proſpers in the Thing whereto He 
#. Fila: $6. 11. 1]--- | 15 
auch is the Bleſſed Effect of the Meck M. 
guiding His Words with Diſcretion. 

But the Other Quality that is to be Obſe 
in a Chriſtian's AOL OG x for His Relig 
is FE A Re 3 
FEAR of God, and an awful Senſe that 
His Cauſe He is defending. This keeps 
in a due Frame of Mind, all the while Ht 
engag'd in the Debate. 
| Vader the Influence of This Apprehen 
He uſes that noble * appyoia, that Pl 


| bs Laypyoie, ig ui, FEPER Heſych. | 


. 
1 Freedom of Speech, which fo often diſtin- 
(1/4 and recommended the Apoſtles, and 
mitive Chriſtians, before Courts and Coun- 
s, and is ſo Proper to the Goſpel, ſo becom- 
gan Ambaſſador of Chriſt, And if it ſhould 
fall out, that the Chriſtian Apologiſt ſhould 
reo ver ſuſtain the like Character, by his ſpe- 
| Deſignation to the Miniſtry, He will then 
ſure ro ſpeak, in like manner, with that 
thority, Freedom, and: Courage, which his 
oh Character and Function Demand, and his 
ur'd Faith and Hope inſpire. Then (as the 
ſed Paul hath taught him, by his Prayer 
d Example) [Epheſ. 6. 20.] * rape ra. 
M aur NανννENα. He ſpeaks with that 
wer, that Openneſs, and Intrepidit), He ought. 
He remembers and conſiders the Goſpel muſt 
preach'd to every Creature throughout the 
ſorld: (Mark 16. 15.] AU being alike conditi- 
Rally intereſted in:the Benefits thereof: For- 
nuch as Chriſt gave himſelf avriavey Cap 
wn a Ranſom (or an Expiation) for (the 
rfeited Lives of) all Mankind. [I Tim. 2, k 
Which aſtoniſhingly Gracious AQ of Iofi- 
te Love muſt (He knows) accordingly be 


z(erf@itirm'd and teſtify d, oy xaos (Sas, at fit and if 
el er Seaſons, in Faith and Verity, by Him [1:40 
i 


at (as Sr. Paul emphatically ſpeaks) ts ae . 
0 Knevs x "ATinA®: x, Aidzoxaa@ hath 0h! 
en thereunto Conſtituted (or Ordain'd) a i fl 
cher, and an Apoſtle, and a Teacher, LI Tim. | | 
6.7, 2 Tim. 1. 11.4 The | 
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Truth as He receiv'd it. What God 


their Vices, or their Errors. He does not 


| "Ls 24: ] 
_ 'Thie Fear of God conſtrains ſuch a Ong 
ſpeak : He dares not, He cannot conceal 
Por He feels the Word, which he would gii 

low wichin Him, and, like; Fire ſhat up mii 

is Breaſt, conſume his Bones, fo that He 
uneaſy, He is weary with forbearing, He can 


9 * 


RR 
hir gives Him Utterance, He keep) 
thing back, and {bans not to declare the nl 
Counſel of God. [Acts 20. 27.] He diſſemb 
He palkates nothing; but delivers the wh 


thought tir to Reveal, He thinks his Duty 
Publiſh; and with Reſolution and Intrepid 
eiten not oH ops 

He does not, like ſome Hereticks of Old, a 
ſome Modern Miſſionaries of a certain Chu 
conceal any Doctrine, to avoid giving Offen 
He has, indeed, a due Regard to Men's Þ 
ſons, but pays none to their Luſts, none 


per ſwade Men, neither does He thus ſeck 
pleaſe them; He conſiders that, if He pies 
Met, He ſhould not be the Servant of Ghriſt. 
I.10.] And therefore lets not the Reverenct 
Any Man cauſe him to Sin. [Ecclus. 4. 22. 
The Fear of God, and of his Diſpleaſure 
witholding the Knowledge of any uſeful Tr 
from hisBrethren,puſhesHim on to declare 3 
ſet before them e Certainty of thoſeThings whe! 
He hath been inſtructed. (Luke 1. 4.) This App 
henſion overcomes all his other Fears: He ne 
boldly ventures to Profeſs his Faith, to Pro 


[ 25 


the Knowledge of it in every place. He de- 
bf ſpiſes Dangers, is not mov'd with Threats, 
» perſiſts in his Belief, teſtifies it before Tribu- 
e 


nals and Judges, confeſſes it at the Stake, and 
ears nothing more than renouncing the Goſ- 
el, than betraying of Chriſt, or denying the 
22 who bought him, [ 2 Pet. 2. 11 
Thus a pious FEAR, as well as Mx x x- 


butes naturally to theSucceſsfui propagating it. 

For *cis natural for Men to aſſent to that 
Truth, and embrace that Opinion, which they 
ſe maintain'd with ſuch Firmneſs and Reſo- 
lution, Men are diſpos'd to enquire into the 


tends to, which they ſee has already got ſuch 


polleſs'd their Hearts with the Love of ic, as 
to prevail with them to forego all the Com- 
ores and Pleaſures of this Life, rather than 
liſemble or diſown it. 


* together, and they are not to be ſepa- 
1 | | 

The Chriſtian muſt plead with MER «- 
NESS, becauſe *ris the Goſpel of Peace and 
Tr Love, of the Meck and Holy Jeſus, the Lamb 
© Wo! God, which he eſpouſes. 

He mult-do it with FEAR, becauſe *cis the 
Revelation of the Supreme Potentate of Hea- 


Lords, Rev. 17, 14. 19, 16.] Who ſbon'd not 
bim? (er. 10. 7. ] Rev. 15. 4.) 
| 9 


E LM 


mate it, to make Proſelytes to it, and ſpread 


Es s, in the Profeſſion of Religion, contri- 


bug Hold in the Minds of others, has ſo far 
8 


Grounds of Credibility That DoQrine pre- 


. 


But the Apoſtle has join'd Mezxxess and 


Ra and Earth, the Kg of Rings, and Lord of 
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barely to mention two Reflections naturally 
reſulting from it. 1 25 8 


ſeribed, from that which the Arabian Impoſin 


| Daty : Each contributing a ſeveral Tye to bind 
it faſter, Fl 


 Neeſſty tis Indiſpenſible: Which jointly cart) 
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* MzxxNEss mult be ſhew'd to Man, toll 
work upon his Affections. FE AR expreſſed i ! 
towards God, to exclude Tameneſs and un- lud 
worthy Condeſcenſions to Man; to inſpire Hebe 
him with becoming Courage, that he may not tut. 
be afraid of Terror, nor be troubled: But ſancti. 
fy the Lord God in his Heart; LI Pet. 3. 14, 15 
and ſo be ready always to diſcharge aright the 

Duty recommended... t. 

Permit me now, in the cloſe of this Head, 


Firſt, how different is the Method of pro: 
pagating the Chriſtian Religion, here pte. 


enjoin'd his Followers? 1 
And the Second is like unto it. 
That Perſecution for the Cauſe of God, and 

under the Pretence of Religion, that Violence 


and Roman Arts of Converſion are diametri- WW” 


cally oppoſite to the Spirit and Genius of Chiti 


ſtianity. | 
I haſten now to my promis'd Application, by 
a brief Repreſentation of the Reaſonableneſs, the 
Neceſſity, and Obligation of the Duty under the 
aforeſaid Regulations. e WII 


Iheſe are ſo many diſtin Enforcements o 
The Reaſonableneſs ſhews *tis Fit, and the 
in them ſomething ſo very commanding, that 


there mult be Violence to Nature, as well as 
Authority, to diſobey it. a 


19 


ee The Legiſlator, in ſuch Caſe, appeals to the 
judgment of thoſe that ought implicitly to 
obey : Refers them to the Nature and Conſti- 
Etution of Things about them, bids them make 


90 that the Rule of their Obedience, and ſtrength- 
«Jens his own Authority, by joining theirs to 
WW 


And, that the Daty in the Text is ſuch, is 
pain from the Account above given of it. 

But it may not be amiſs juſt to touch upon 
ſome new and further Conſiderations about it. 
oe And if a Daty, which requires that Men 
ſnou'd cultivate their own, and each others, 
Underſtanding in the Knowledge of what 


concerns their common Salvation, be reaſonable: 


eighbour for Good to Edificat ion: Rom. 15. 2.] 
nee. ſeeking his own Profit only, bat the Profit of 


many that they may be ſav'd : [I Cor. 10. 33.1 
And that 20 Man ſhou'd /eek only bis own, bat 
every Man another's Wealth. [1 Cor. 10. 24.] 
bY hich prefcribes the Exerciſc of the nobleſt 
te Charity towards each other's Soul; and the 
the fractice of ſeveral Social Virtues in ſome of 
the beſt Inſtances, and in the greateſt Perfecti- 
golfen. If ſuch a Dat) be reaſonable; if it has 
ind an Antecedent Fit neſs to be enjoin'd ; the Va- 
Frag recommended is an eminent Inſtance 
_— 
ry But, if the Time wou'd permit, and I was 
that peaking to another Aſſembly, I wou'd, for 


1 as de brighter Diſplay of the Reaſonablenſe of 


The is Injunction, propoſe another orderly Trag 


Which enjoins that every Man ſhould pleaſe his 


oY 


of Conſiderations, that gradually lead the Mind 
to further and clearer Diſcoveries of it. Which 
I ſhall now humbly beg leave only to went, 


l0712e, 


diogl! 


Firft, I wou'd deſire it might be conſider'd, Neptio 
how reaſonable tis that Under ſtanding Creatures prel 
ſhould be oblig'd to improve and exerciſe their pro. Wi to ſ 
per Faculties in the Knowledge of the moſt impor. Ned, 
tant Truths. „ luſter 

Secondly, That they ſbou'd communicate ſuch rine 
their Diſcoveries, and thereby ſatisfy each others too w 
natural Inquiſitiveneſs about them, for their mu- Wd «no 
tual Benefit and Advantage. _ Wick ye 

_ Thirdly, That *tis highly reaſonable, the Di. hen 
vine Wiſdom and Goodneſs, ſo eminently ſeen in Mick at 
the Contrivance of the Goſpel, ſbou' d be further Mis De 
illuſtrated in the Defeace of it. his t 

, Fourthly, That *tis no leſs reaſonable, MrnWMogil 
ſhows be firſt ſatisfied of the Truth and CertaintyWpos'd 


of what is propos to their Belief. 


u, te 
Fifthly and laſtly, That ſo thoſe, who rejett ih 


th, 


ſhows be left without Excuſe. ce it 
The MNeceſſity and Obligation of it alſo might} fall 
be diſtinctly argu*d from a like numerous Va-Wrupti 
riety of proper and convincing Topics. But Ver a 


muſt paſs over theſe and ſeveral other Heads hey 


of Diſcourſe unmentioned, remembring bene ar 
fore whom I ſtand. | od 
Let however the Conviction of theſe and gion 
thouſan®other more powerful and weighty dar 
Reaſons, long ſince better known to you tone 
Mr REVEREND BRETHREN, inllucncagying 
All of Vs, who are ſet for the Defence of the Cog urdi 


pe!, [Phil. 1. 17.] de A, & *Eyzy moan 


[ 29 ] N 
n, are purpoſely ſet and appointed to plead, 
eise, and argue for the Goſpel : Let us ac- 
dingly vindicate it from the Cavils and 
reptions of unreaſonable Men; with which 


d | 
h 


Ns 


to ſee, not only its venerable Myſteries 
d, its fundamental Articles undermin'd, 


Rrines corrupted ; but the whole Scheme of 
bo wretchedly perverted and deformed : 
another Goſpel ſubſtituted in its Room, 
Ich yet is not azother Goſpel, 
When the Common Salvation is thus boldly 
ck at, every one is called upon to appear 
ts Defence. | 

his the Primitive Chriſtians and Ancient 


en ogiſts were very ſcafible of. Hence they 
i pos'd ſo many noble Defences of Chriſti- 


y, to explain its Doctrines, aſſert its 


lee its Purity: To wipe off Calumnies, de- 
t Falſities, confute Hereſies, purge it from 
ruptions, prevent or remove Errors, and 
wer all Objections. 
hey could not with Patience hear the 


ed Myſteries of their Holy and Undefiled 
gion ridieul'd, without appearing againſt 


Honour of their bleſſed Redeemer, and de- 


ſtice 


s preſent Age abounds, Wherein we have 


luſtrious Miracles exploded, and its pure 


th, . demonſtrate its Excellence, and 


me and Word of God bla ſphem'd; or lee the 


u daring Iniquity ; without vindizating 


* r rr 2 
toe — — —— U— 


ig his Doctrine from the Imputation of 
C örduy and Folly, They were earneſt to 
tan the Truth, and demonſtrate the Ju- 
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cover them with Confnſion. 
And as long as the Enemies of our Reli 


ſubvert its Authority, twill become the 
lic Profeſſors of it ſtrenuouſly to engage 
Defence; to imitate thoſe Pious, Zeal 


Will forvear, this, at leaſt, may be como 


TT 
tice of the Goſpel Revelation; and ny 
i'd to triumph over all its Adverſaries, 


uſily 
4 
pre: 
ve 
Ig I 


them 
ich 
(rib, 
and 


continue to oppoſe it, attack its Articles, 
rupt its Purity, queſtion its Certainty, 


and Orthodox Advocates of Chriftianity, 
countermining all their Devices, explain 
what they perplex, reQifying what they | 
vert, and eſtabliſhing what they endeay 
to overthrow. _ | 

So ſhall We beſt teſtify our Zeal, and] 
Fidelity to God and his Church, and our C 
rity to our Brethren; when we thus lab 
and ſtudy to inſtruct the Simple, confirm 
Wavering, reduce the Wandring, and put 
Silence the Ignorance of Fooliſh Men; endcav0 
ing to convert All from the Errors of their] 
and ſave their Souls from Death. 
It we write, and ſpeak, and act after 
Manner; in all things ſhewing our ſelves Patil 
of good Works, in Doctrine ſhewing Uncorruj! 
Gravity, Sincerity, and ſound Speech that cc 
be condemm d: They that are of the contrary ! 
muſt be aſbamed, having no Evil to jay 
LTit. 2. 7.] f i: „ 
But, whether ſuch will hear, or whether t. 
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bly hoped, that our ſeveral Flocks will here 
continue grounded and ſettled in the Faith, 


l 1 
uſily m0v*d away from the Goſpel, LColoſ. 
g which they have heard us thus faith- 
(preach, and whereof, for this very Pur- 
, we were made Miniſters. (Eph. 3. 9.1 By 


Relig g which, we ſhall effectually /ave our ſelves, 

cles, them that hear us. [1 Tim. 4. 16.) | 
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the uh God of his infinite Mercy grant; to whom 

Ls gib d all Honour and Glory, Might, Ma- 
cal 


ana Dominion, nom and ever. Amen. 
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